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ADEN. 20 Feb.—Foreign Office statement on additions to forces in 
Trucial Oman and Persian Gulf sheikdoms (see Great Britain). 


ALBANIA. 25 Feb.—A military court at Tirana sentenced two men to 
death and six others to prison terms varying from two to twenty-five 
years for espionage on behalf of Britain, Greece, and Yugoslavia. 


ARGENTINA. 20 Feb.—Gen. Perén’s visit to Chile (see Chile), 

Great Britain: Antarctic Dispute. An Argentinian reply to the 
British Note of 16 February (see Great Britain, 21 February) was 
delivered to the British Ambassador. It rejected the British protest and 
declared that British infantry had been landed in Argentine territory in 
violent circumstances. It requested the return of the deported persons 
and seized documents and the rebuilding of what had been destroyed. 

It was announced that the courtesy visit of the British cruiser Superb 
to Buenos Aires had been cancelled. 

22 Feb.—Argentinian-Chilean Agreement (see Chile). 

Great Britain. A press campaign accused Britain of violating a pact 
of secrecy which Argentina and Chile had respected. The Foreign 
Ministry stated that the British Ambassador had suggested on 16 
February that the incident of 15 February on Deception Island should 
be kept secret to avoid exaggerated publicity. (According to the British 
version, the British Ambassadors in Buenos Aires and Santiago had 
declared that the British Government would not ‘take the initiative in 
stimulating publicity’. Because of a leakage in the press, the British 
Foreign Office had issued a statement of the facts on 19 February to 
keep the matter in proper perspective.) 

23 Feb.—British statement on Antarctic dispute (see Great Britain). 

24 Feb.—Gen. Perén on Antarctic dispute (see Chile). 

Feb.—The Air Ministry announced that a squadron of an 
Antarctic task air force had flown over Deception Island on 25 February. 

Gen. Perén arrived back from his visit to Chile. On his arrival at the 
station in Buenos Aires a bomb exploded causing much damage. 
Several persons were unofficially reported to have been injured. 


AUSTRIA. 22 Feb.—General Election. A general election was held. 
The results were: People’s Party, 1,781,969 votes, 74 seats (77 in 1949); 


Socialist Party, 1,818,811 votes, 73 seats (67); V.D.U. (League of 


Independents), 473,022 votes, 14 seats (16); People’s Opposition (pro- 
Communist), 228,228 votes, 4 seats (Left bloc 5). 

25 Feb.—President Kérner accepted the Government’s resignation 
but asked the outgoing Ministers to carry on until a new Government 
had been formed. 

28 Feb.—President Kérner asked Dr Fig] to form a new Govern- 
ment after he had again been designated by the People’s Party as their 
choice for Chancellor. 


BELGIUM. 24 Feb.—Attacks on King Baudouin. M. van Houtte, 
Prime Minister, who had earlier seen the King following the latter's 
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return to Brussels, made a statement in the Lower House on the 
exclusive interview which King Baudouin was reported to have given 
at Antibes to the Paris newspaper France Soir and on the attacks which 
had recently been made on the King and other members of the royal 
entourage following King Baudouin’s departure for the French Riviera 
during the recent floods. He said that the King, respectful of consti- 
tutional rules, had made no staternent, either written or oral, and the 
report was therefore another untrue story to be added to the long list of 
those circulated since the King left for the south. He said the campaign 
as a whole and the profusion of tendentious information resulted in 
injury to the prestige of the royal family and created the impression 
that the Sovereign was influenced in the exercise of his high mission 
by the family circle, especially by King Leopold and by King Leopold’s 
wife, the Princess de Rethy. He declared these attacks to be the more 
unjustified since King Leopold and his wife were scrupulously abstain- 
ing from any intervention in Belgian political life. The Government 
protested energetically against the attacks and felt sure it would be the 
general wish that the campaign should be ended. 

After an adjournment of the sitting, M. Lefebvre, the Liberal Opposi- 
tion Whip, said that the Liberals considered the royal question settled 
but it was the Government’s duty to consider the King’s environment, 
with his co-operation, and to fix the status of the royal family (he meant 
the Princess de Rethy). M. Spaak, the Socialist leader, also urged that 
the status of the King’s entourage should be fixed and that it should be 
established that the King was governing only through his responsible 
Ministers. 

26 Feb.—After M. Spaak had put forward a motion of censure on 
the ground that publication of the article in France Soir showed there 
was no contact and no confidence between King and Government, a 
vote of confidence was moved by M. Eyskens, a leader of the Govern- 
ment group, and was carried by 107 votes to 95. During the debate 
M. van Houtte again insisted that the King had not given a statement to 
the France Soir representative. M. Spaak said the Socialists had no 
wish to attack the King either directly or indirectly, but he blamed the 
Government for giving contradictory details about the King’s health 
and for mishandling the affair. 


BENELUX. 28 Feb.—A conference of the Benelux countries at Liege 
decided to limit exports to Belgium from four branches of Dutch 
industry, to invite the Belgian Government to raise an import tax on 
certain goods to be specified, and to improve the working of commit- 
tees studying exports from ore Benelux Country to another. 

The Belgian Ministers requested the withdrawal of wage control in 
the Netherlands which they declared to be one of the causes of dis- 
parity in prices. It was decided to reconsider the problem at the next 


meeting. 
BULGARIA. 20 Feb.—Turco-Bulgarian protocol and reopening of 
frontier (see Turkey). 
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BURMA. 19 Feb.—The War Office announced the capture by Chinese 
Nationalist forces of Mong Pawn, fifty miles east of Taunggyi in the 
Shan States. In the Upper Shan States a Nationalist attempt to take 
the town of Namphaka, sixty miles north of Lashio, had been repulsed 
by the Burmese Army. 

The Burmese Air Force attacked Chinese Nationalist concentrations 
between Muse and Kyukok. 

24 Feb.—It was announced that Burmese units had cleared the road 
between Mong Yu Muse and Namkhan and that 300 Chinese had been 
driven out of Mong Yu. 

26 Feb.—Burmese aircraft attacked Chinese Nationalist headquarters 
at Mongsat. A communiqué claimed that at least 100 Nationalists were 
killed and several hundred injured. It said that local Karen rebels were 
helping the Nationalists. 

1 Mar.—A Russian diplomat at the Soviet Embassy and another 
Russian were shot and wounded by a Burmese sentry when they failed 
to answer his challenge as they entered a prohibited area. 

The North Burma Command, under Brig. Blake, began an action 
against about 2,000 Kuomintang troops, having their headquarters 
at Mong Awt in the north-east. The Burmese force was made up of 
Burmese, Chins, Kachins, and Gurkhas. 

2 Mar.—The Prime Minister, U Nu, announced in Parliament that 
the Government would shortly raise the issue of Chinese Nationalist 
troops in Burma in the United Nations, as, in spite of negotiations with 
the Formosa Government through the United States and India, the 
Nationalist troops were increasing their aggressiveness and attacking 
Burmese villages. He added that ‘to dispel possible misunderstandings’ 
arrangements had been made for discussion with representatives of the 
People’s Republic of China ‘whenever occasion arises’. 

3 Mar.—The Government announced that Chinese Nationalist 
attacks on 25 February on garrisons at Bawleke and Namphe in the 
Karenni state had been repulsed on 27 February and that communica- 
tions between Bawleke, Namphe, and Pansho had been cleared of the 
Chinese raiders. 

The Government issued a chronological account of the activities 
of Chinese Nationalist troops in Burma since their arrival in January 
1950. It estimated their total existing strength at 12,000 men of whom 
4,000 were said to be in the area east of the Salween with headquarters 
at Panyang under Gen. Fu Chang-Yang; 3,000 in the north-eastern 
part of the Shan State, with headquarters at Lung Htan under Gen. 
Wang Yu-Wai; 4,000 in the south-eastern sector with headquarters 
at Mong Hsat; and 1,000 in the Mawchi-Hlaingbwe-Karoppi area. 


CANADA. 19 Feb.—Budget. The Budget for 1953-4 was introduced 
in the Commons by Mr Abbott, the Finance Minister. It provided fora 
reduction (from 1 July) of personal income tax by 11 per cent, and a 
reduction of the corporation income tax from the existing 20 per cent 
on the first $10,000 of profits and 50 per cent on profits in excess 

$10,000 to 18 per cent on the first $20,000 of profits and 47 per cent on 
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profits of over $20,000. The reduction of the personal income tax was 
estimated to cost about $87 m. and that of the corporation income tax 
$85 m. Other concessions included: a reduction in excise duty on 
cigarettes; abolition of the $2-5 licence fee on television and wireless 
sets; and abolition of the stamp tax on cheques, of the tax on transfer of 
securities, and of the purchase tax on books and newsprint. 

Mr Abbott said the Budget was estimated to produce a surplus of 
$11 m. (compared with one of $48 m. in 1952-3). Revenue was esti- 
mated at $4,473 m.—a record—and expenditure at $4,462 m. He based 
his Budget on an expected gross national product of $24,000 m.—an 
increase of about 4 per cent. He described 1952 as a year of ‘prosperity 
without inflation’ and ascribed the record level of economy to: a record 
wheat crop and substantial gains in other industries; a 12 per cent 
increase in total salaries and wages; a fall of 7 per cent in wholesale, and 
of 2 pet cent in consumer, prices; a sharp increase in consumer buying, 
financed primarily out of incomes rather than savings; and a record 
level of foreign trade with a wider distribution of markets. He pledged 
the Government’s co-operation in any common efforts made to carry 
out the decision of the recent Commonwealth Economic Conference to 
obtain international agreement on how to restore a balance in world 
economy. 

24 Feb.—Pakistan. It was announced that the Government had 
agreed to allocate $5 m. from the 1953 Colombo Plan’s funds to buy 
Canadian wheat for Pakistan to meet the serious food shortage there. 


CEYLON. 25 Feb.—Rubber Sales to China. The Ministry of 
External Affairs issued a statement replying to Mr Harriman’s recent 
criticism of Ceylon’s rubber agreement with China. It recalled the 
failure of the London rubber conference of 1950 to secure an inter- 
national rubber agreement, and said that several attempts to conclude a 
bulk purchase agreement with America had failed always because the 
United States offered the average Singapore price while the Ceylon 
Government considered the appropriate price should be that prevailing 
in the Colombo market. Ceylon had applied for exemption from the 
Kem amendment more to clarify her opposition to destinational control 
of rubber than to avoid forfeiture of U.S. aid which had been negligible. 
The statement reaffirmed Ceylon’s opposition to Communism but 
declared that any Government’s first duty was to safeguard its people’s 
economic welfare. 


CHILE. 20 Feb.—Gen. Perdén, President of the Argentine Republic, 
arrived in Chile accompanied by his Foreign Minister, Dr Remorino. 

22 Feb.—Great Britain: Antarctic. The text was published of a 
Chilean Note to Britain in reply to a British protest against a Chilean 
landing on Deception Island (see Great Britain, 21 February). The Note 
rejected the protest and demanded restoration of Chilean property 
destroyed on the island. It further rejected the British claim to sover- 
eignty and maintained that the South Shetlands and the adjacent 
archipelago formed part of Chilean national territory, and it added that 
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Chile ( 

Chile would exercise all measures to safeguard her sovereignty in the 
Antarctic region. It concluded by emphasizing that matters concerning 
the South American Antarctic were of primary interest to the South 
American continent because of essential security requirements of the 
western hemisphere. 

Chilean-Argentinian Agreement. Following talks between Presi- 
dent Ibanez and Gen. Perén which were attended by the two Foreign 
Ministers and the Argentine and Chilean Ambassadors, it was an- 
nounced that a preliminary agreement had been concluded according 
to which the two Governments undertook: (1) to draw up plans for an 
expansion of economic exchanges; to co-ordinate production, increase 
exportable surpluses and foster industries; (2) to negotiate within 120 
days a treaty aimed at a gradual elimination of Customs duties, taxes, 
and other excessive levies hindering trade between the two countries; 
(3) within the same period to agree on measures to facilitate payments 
between the two countries, and in particular to remove or modify 
existing regulations on Government exchange rates, transfer of funds, 
allocation of exchange, and administrative and banking requirements 
impeding such payments. The agreement was open to adherence by 
other South American countries. : 

23 Feb.—British statement on Antarctic dispute (see Great Britain). 

24 Feb.—Antarctic. Speaking in Valparaiso, Gen. Perén declared 
that Argentina and Chile must maintain a united front against Britain in 
the Antarctic dispute. He said Argentina and Chile had equal rights over 
Antarctica, and if outsiders started interfering Argentina and Chile 
would divide Antarctica between themselves. 

1 Mar.—Election. Polling for a general election took place. Un- 
official results showed that the Government candidates had secured 62 
seats and Opposition parties 85 seats in the Chamber of Deputies. Only 
half the seats in the Senate were being renewed: of these the Govern- 
ment candidates had secured 12 and Opposition parties 13. This gave 
the Opposition a substantial majority in the Senate. 


CHINA. 21 Feb.—In a speech in Dairen, Chou En-Lai, Prime Minister, 
again accused the United States of waging germ warfare in Korea. He 
also declared that she was expanding the R chess war, virtually occupy- 
ing Formosa and sponsoring attacks on the mainland by Chiang Kai- 
shek, and turning Japan into an American military base. 

22 Feb.—Peking Radio broadcast a statement said to have been made 
by a U.S. officer captured in Korea, Col. Schwable, in which detailed 
information was given of alleged planning and execution of germ war- 
fare by the U.N. Command in Korea. 

23 Feb.—Japan. Red Cross agreement for repatriation of Japanese 
(see Japan). 

24 Feb.—The Canton military control commission requisitioned 
two wharves and ten warehouses belonging to the British-owned China 
Navigation Company. (The action was thought to be a reprisal for 
a Hong Kong court’s award to the Chinese Nationalist Government 
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of a fishing trawler which had been handed over by U.N.R.R.A. to the 
Chinese Government’s relief administration body after the war.) 

1 Mar.—Electoral Law. A summary of the provisions of the 
electoral law was published in Peking. It showed that, of the 1,200 
members to be elected to the All-China People’s Congress, 150 would 
represent minority races (said to comprise one-fourteenth of the popula- 
tion), sixty would be elected by the armed services, thirty would 
represent oversea Chinese, and the remaining members would be 
elected on a territorial basis in proportion to population. There would 
be universal franchise for those over eighteen, with certain exceptions 
which included landlords who had not changed their status, counter- 
revolutionaries, and others who had been deprived of political rights. 
A secret ballot would be obligatory at Hsien (county) level or above. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 3 Mar.—Rude Pravo announced that two 
senior officials of the Anti-Fascist Fighters’ Union—Frantisek Erban 
and Dr Rasly—had been purged, the former for ‘opportunism’ and 
Zionist tendencies, the latter for collaboration with the ‘traitor’ Reicin 
who was hanged in December 1952. 


DENMARK. 20 Feb.—Mr Voigt, the editor of the Communist Youth 
journal, Fremad, was charged with incitement to mutiny in the armed 
forces. The charge arose from the demonstrations in army garrisons 
against the extension of the term of military service. 

Three more soldiers were arrested in connection with the demonstra- 
tions, bringing the total of arrests to sixteen. 

23 Feb.—Saboteurs severely damaged four fighter aircraft on Karup 
airfield, Jutland. 


ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE. 3 Mar.—At a meeting 
of the E.C.E. in Geneva, Hr Myrdal, the executive secretary, said that 
since March 1952 no progress had been made in expanding east-west 
trade, though it was proposed to convene a trade conference towards 
the middle of April. There had been a slight improvement in eastern 
participation in the work of E.C.E. and a few eastern countries had 
resumed participation, but there had been no fundamental change. 

4 Mar.—Mr Ullrich, Czechoslovak Ambassador in London, was 
elected chairman of E.C.E. and Mr Zolotas (Greece) vice-chairman. 


EGYPT. 22 Feb.—Oil. The Minister of Commerce announced amend- 
ments to the mines and quarries law, allowing foreign companies to 
exploit as well as prospect for mineral resources in Egypt. 

23 Feb.—U.S. Technical Aid. An agreement providing for the 
expenditure of $200,000 in technical aid under the Point Four pro- 
gramme was signed in Cairo by the Foreign Minister and the U.S. 
Ambassador. 

1 Mar.—Communism. The police raided the secret headquarters 
of the Egyptian Communist Party at Shubra, a Cairo suburb. 
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Egypt (continued) 

2 Mar.—The Ministry of the Interior announced that Connananinite 
and others arrested in Mansura, lower Egypt, during the week-end 
would be tried by a military court. It had been announced earlier that 
the arrests totalled fifty-three. 


EUROPEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE. 24 Feb.—A 
two-day conference of the Foreign Ministers of the six E.D.C. countries 
opened in Rome, attended by M. Bidault (France), Signor de Gasperi 
(Italy), Dr Adenauer (west Germany), M. Van Zeeland (Belgium), Dr 
Beyen (Netherlands), and M. Bech (Luxembourg). 

The main items on the agenda were: a memorandum of Dr Beyen, 
the Netherlands Foreign Minister, proposing the creation of a six- 
nation customs union and common market; and proposals of the 
French Government for additional protocols to the E.D.C. treaty 
designed to safeguard the French position, including the right to with- 
draw units from the European army for service oversea and to have 
control of transfers of Frenchmen between units in the European 
Army and national units. 

Dr Adenauer gave the Ministers an account of the progress made in 
rearmament by the Soviet Union and her satellites in order to emphasize 
the urgent need for ratification of the E.D.C. treaty. 

25 Feb.—A communiqué issued after the conclusion of the confer- 
ence stated that the six Ministers unanimously recognized that a vast 
economic integration, and especially the creation of a single market, 
would contribute to the strengthening of the Community’s economy 
and to an improvement in the populations’ living standards and was an 
‘essential goal’. Measures for the establishment of a customs union 
would be studied without delay with the help of experts. 

The Ministers expressed the conviction that, in order to give concrete 
proof of their will to realize the European idea, and to take account of 
the dangers still hanging over free Europe, ‘it is necessary to create, 
without further delay, the European Army’. They affirmed that their 
Governments would support the project of the European Defence Com- 
munity treaty in their Parliaments ‘while underlining its extreme 
urgency’. They had been informed of the interim committee’s dis- 
cussions on the ‘demands introduced by the French Government’ and 
had instructed the committee to ‘continue its work, taking into account 
the responsibilities oversea of certain parties, and to reach, as quickly as 
possible, conciusions relating to the interpretative texts of the treaty, 
without impeding procedure in the different Parliaments’. 

It was authoritatively stated that the Ministers had agreed that the 
additional French protocols—referred to as ‘interpretative texts’— 
would not need specific ratification as such; that they should be re- 
drafted to make them consonant with the spirit and substance of the 
E.D.C. treaty itself; and that the redrafting should be entrusted to the 
interim committee for the European Army. 

26 Feb.--The Saar. Dr Adenauer and M. Bidault met to discuss the 
Saar. 
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FINLAND. 23 Feb.—Soviet-Finnish trade protocol (see U.S.S.R.). 


FORMOSA. 24 Feb.—The Chinese Nationalist Legislature voted to 
repudiate the 1945 Chinese-Soviet treaty under which China recognized 
special Russian interests in outer Mongolia and in the Manchurian 
ports of Dairen and Port Arthur. 


FRANCE. 19 Feb.—Amnesty Bill. The Assembly adopted by 319 
votes to 211 a Bill to provide an amnesty for Frenchmen who been 
forcibly enlisted into enemy military formations during the war. The 
Bill was the direct outcome of Alsatian resentment at the sentences 
imposed by the Bordeaux court on Alsatians implicated in the Oradour 
massacre, and as a result of it the thirteen Alsatians sentenced to prison 


| terms regained their freedom. The opposition to the Bill included the 


Communists, most of the Socialists, and over a quarter of the Radicals. 
24 Feb. et seq. European Foreign Ministers’ Conference, q.v. 
25 Feb.—Gen. de Gaulle and E.D.C. In a statement to the press 

Gen. de Gaulle reasserted his uncompromising opposition to the Euro- 
pean Defence Community treaty, declaring himself unsatisfied by the 
additional protocols which he said were morally no more than an 
excuse for the deputies to vote for ratification. He pointed out that 
under the treaty the American Supreme Commander would have a 
completely free hand with French troops, and that in war time the 
French Government would be totally excluded from arrangements for 
the defence of France. In his opinion the treaty could not fail to estab- 
lish German hegemony, both political and military, and he also gave 
warning of the danger inherent in Germany’s claim to her lost eastern 
territories. He concluded his attack by declaring that, if accepted, the 
treaty would break up the French Union and the French Army, would 
bitterly divide the French people, and would prevent any real European 
union. 

He proposed instead an organized alliance of European nations, 
presided over by a council of heads of Governments, with a commis- 
sariat without sovereign powers, two assemblies—one based on uni- 
versal suffrage, and some form of court. He pointed out that Britain 
could join such an alliance without losing her sovereignty and that the 
inclusion of Germany would not be a danger because the strength of 
a and the French Union would assure the equilibrium of the 
alliance. 

26 Feb.--Franco-German talks on the Saar (see European Foreign 
Ministers’ Conference). 

27 Feb.—Franco-Italian Agreement (see /taly). 

European Political Community: Socialist Opposition. M. Mollet 
the Socialist leader, sent a letter to Herr von Brentano, chairman of the 
constitutional committee of the ad hoc Assembly, dissociating himself 
from the conclusions of the committee. He said he could have co- 
operated in devising a supra-national political authority with its com- 
petence limited to defence and perhaps coal and steel, but his party 
remained opposed to ‘a federation limited to six countries’. 
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France (continued) 

1 Mar.—E.D.C. Treaty. Speaking in the Algerian deneeiaa of 
Constantine, M. Mayer, Prime Minister, declared that Parliament 
would in due course pronounce its verdict on the E.D.C. treaty, taking 
into account the result of the Government’s continuing negotiations on 
the ‘interpretative or complementary’ protocols, the Saar, the sharing 
of the cost of the Indo-China war, and the institution of a European 
political community with which Great Britain would be associated. His 
undertakings to the majority which voted his investiture therefore 
remained unaltered. 

In an oblique reference to Gen. de Gaulle’s ‘alternative plan for a 
restored German army, he said that the sponsors of this plan tried to 
make out that it was compatible with certain guarantees, but in his view 
if France were to reject the treaties laboriously negotiated with the 
Federal Republic she would be letting slip the last chance of submitting 
Germany to guarantees against a renewal of militarism. Enumerating 
these guarantees, he said that if the treaties were ratified France could 
use her veto in the event of the Federal Republic proposing to raise 
more important forces in Europe than her own; Germany could not 
reconstitute her general staff, set up a Ministry of Defence, or maintain 
military forces; and she would not be able to reorganize her armament 
industries for her own benefit. American aid, instead of being dispensed 
to Germany directly, would only be allocated under the control of a 
European body on which France would be represented; France would 
continue to enjoy in Germany the powers which the three occupying 
Powers had reserved to themselves to meet any possible crisis, and, if 
the occasion arose, to resume four-Power conversations with the 
Russians; and finally she would have the benefit of the formal under- 
takings by Great Britain and the United States that they would con- 
sider any threat to the integrity of the European community as a threat 
to their own security. If, on the other hand, the treaties were not 
ratified, this whole system of guarantees would founder and they 
would have to build again ‘on sand, in a difficult atmosphere, with dis- 
appointed allies and German partners . . . who might no longer be the 
same’. His Government gave every consideration to the suggestions of 
those whose apprehensions were ‘respectable, and at times legitimate’; 
but would pay no attention to those who took their orders from abroad. 

War Crimes. A former German Gestapo official was sentenced to 
death by a military court in Bordeaux for shooting hostages during the 
war. One of his assistants was sentenced to ten years’ hard labour, 
and four other Germans were sentenced in absentia, one to death and 
the three others to twenty years’ hard labour. 

2 Mar.—E.D.C. The British Ambassador handed to M. Bidault 
the British reply to the French proposals for closer British association 
with the European Defence Community which had been presented in 
London on 12 Februa 

4 Mar.—M. Bidauit told the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Senate that ratification of the E.D.C. treaty was inseparable from 
the question of the interpretative and complementary protocols. He 
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said that in spite of Dr Adenauer’s criticisms, the protocols were a 
fundamental necessity and the Government had never thought of 
renouncing them. Ratification of the treaty could only be obtained in 
the light of the protocols which would ‘cast their influence upon the 
agreements as a whole’. 


GERMANY. 19 Feb.—East-West Trade Agreement. East and west 
German Government representatives signed an inter-zonal trade 
agreement for 1953 providing for the delivery by both sides of goods 
worth 408 m. marks (D-mark and east-mark being regarded as nomin- 
ally equal for this purpose). East Germany undertook to supply nearly 
2 m. tons of brown coal, of which Berlin would receive 650,000 tons. 

20 Feb.—West Germany. The Budget. The Allied High Com- 
missioners published certain objections relevant to Dr Schiffer’s 
Budget which had been set out in a letter sent to the Federal Govern- 
ment on 12 February. They pointed out that Dr Schiffer had declared 
that Germany would pay no part of the allied occupation costs after 
July 1953, whereas this had never been agreed between the High Com- 
missioners and the Federal Government: on the contrary the Federal 
Government had undertaken to negotiate on the subject. The High 
Commissioners also drew attention to Dr Schiiffer’s statement in his 
Budget speech that the Federal Republic was only committed to pay 
600 m. marks a month towards occupation costs from April 1952 until 
the date when the E.D.C. treaty should come into force. They pointed 
out that the monthly contribution of 600 m. marks was only to apply 
until November 1952, and they reserved the right to make additional 
demands after that date. The High Commissioners also referred to a 
statement by the Budget Committee of the Federal Parliament that 
the U.S. High Commissioner had agreed that no contribution towards 
occupation costs would be necessary after July 1953 and that the British 
and French High Commissioners had accepted this view. They denied 
any knowledge of such an agreement. 

esty. The west German press unanimously condemned 
the French Amnesty Bill under which the thirteen Alsatians sentenced 
for their part in the Oradour massacre regained their freedom. 

Bonn and Paris Treaties. The second Senate of the Constitutional 
Court at Karlsruhe began a hearing of arguments on the admissibility 
of the Coalition parties’ petition for a ruling that the Social Democratic 
Opposition had violated the Basic Law in disputing the competence of 
the Bundestag to approve the treaties with the west by a simple majority. 
The Coalition parties submitted that the treaties did not involve a 
change in the Basic Law and could therefore be approved by a simple 
majority. For the Opposition it was contended that the petition was 
inadmissible and that approval of the treaties would be constitutional 
only if passed by a two-thirds majority of the Bundestag. | 

Arrested Nazis. Sir Norman Edgley, the British judge who was 
hearing appeals for writs of habeas corpus on behalf of the group of 
Nazis arrested on 14 January, issued an interlocutory order allowing 
Dr Naumann, the leader of the group, to see his defence counsel in 
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Germany (continued) 

the presence of the Court Registrar and two guards. Mr Bathurst, 
counsel for the British High Commissioner, appealed against the 
decision, and Mr Scott Henderson, counsel for Naumann, appealed 
against the decision not to allow a private interview between Naumann 
and his counsel. The appeals were to be heard by a special court. 

21 Feb.—West Germany. Communism. A clash between the 
police and Communists occurred in Munich when the police closed 
a Communist rally. Several persons were injured and several arrested. 

German Party. Dr Hellwege, leader of the German Party, ordered 
the dissolution of the party’s North Rhine-Westphalia branch for 
reorganization on the ground that leading officials were sabotaging the 
party by trying to effect a fusion of the Free Democratic and German 
parties in North Rhine-Westphalia. (The governing board of the 
German Party had already suspended Herr Schwert, chairman of the 

rty’s branch in North Rhine-Westphalia.) 

Berlin. The driver of a lorry was shot dead by east Berlin border 
come when he ignored their signals to stop and drove over the sector 

rder into the American zone. A woman occupant of another lorry, 
which was also being driven over the border, was injured. 

23 Feb.—_West Germany. Communism. Federal police closed the 
office of the Communist-camouflaged ‘Union of Victims of the Nazi 
Regime’ which had been declared unconstitutional in 1951. 

Border Incident. An official statement reported that members of 
the east German People’s Police had called on a patrol of Federal 
frontier police near Niendorf station, between Ulzen and Salzwedel, 
to lay down their arms and cross into the Soviet zone, and on their 
refusal had opened fire. A Customs officer had been wounded. 

Berlin. A west Berlin court sentenced a former east German mayor 
to eight years’ imprisonment for luring a west Berliner into east 
Germany. He had been arrested when applying for asylum in west 
Berlin. - 

24 Feb. et seq. European Foreign Ministers’ Conference 4.0. 

25 Feb.—West Germany. The official Government bulletin 
reported that the Czech Army was being given instructional courses in 
the German language and in conditions in the Federal Republic, and it 
stated that it was ‘an open secret’ that the courses were part of prepara- 
tions for a possible military occupation of west Germany by the Czech 
and east German armies assisted by the east German People’s Police. 

East Germany. The U.S. High Commission announced that 4 
court in east Germany had sentenced a Catholic priest to eight years’ 
imprisonment for lending western newspapers to young Catholics. 

Franco-German talks on the Saar (see European Foreign Ministers 
Conference). 

Berlin. Refugees. In a broadcast over the Bavarian wireless, Pro- 
fessor Reuter, chief Burgomaster of west Berlin, replied to a statement 
recently made by a Bavarian radio commentator, von Cube, that the 
reception into western Germany of increasing numbers of refugees 
was ‘suicidal humanity’. He said that west Germany was bound to 
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receive the refugees, that ‘suicide began where humanity ended’, and 
that to declare the problem insoluble was exactly what the Russians 
wanted. It was essential for Germans to show the world that they stood 
together. What, he asked, would have become of the Berliners if they 
had not done so? 

U.S. Protest. The U.S. Commander-in-Chief protested to the 
Soviet Commander-in-Chief against the continued detention of two 
American soldiers who had been arrested in November 1952 when they 
failed inadvertently to get off a train passing from the U.S. sector of 
Berlin into the eastern zone. 

26 Feb.—Czech Spy Ring. Officials of the Federal Security Office 
were reported to have broken up an espionage ring in west Berlin 
which was working for the Czech Government. Three Germans had 
been arrested. 

Agreements on German External Debts (see Great Britain). 

East Germany. Pastor Reinhold George was arrested in east Berlin. 
The arrest of Herr Griinbaum, the former head of the east German 
Government’s Church liaison department, was also reported. 

27 Feb.—West Germany. Gen. Lammerding. It was learned 
that a British magistrate had issued a warrant for the arrest of Gen. 
Lammerding (see pp. 102 and 111). 

Italian-German Agreement (see Jtaly). 

1 Mar.—Refugees. The number of refugees arriving from east 
Germany in Berlin during February was announced as 41,000 (com- 
pared with 15,000 in December 1952 and 25,000 in January). 

2 Mar.—Berlin. It was announced that the first ‘collective farm’ 
had been organized in the Soviet sector of Greater Berlin. 

Israeli decision to waive discriminatory clause in reparations agree- 
ment with Germany (see Israel). 

3 Mar.—West Germany. Jodl. A German denazification court 
exonerated the former Col.-Gen. Jodl posthumously of the crimes for 
which the allies hanged him at Nuremberg in 1946. 

4 Mar.—Refugees. The Federal Parliament passed a Refugee 
Emergency Law authorizing the requisitioning up to March 1955 of all 
living space—apart from private houses and flats—for the housing of 
refugees. 

The Chancellor told the Bundestag that the Allied High Commission 
had been requested to make military aircraft available to fly refugees 
from Berlin. All parties endorsed a resolution condemning the Com- 
munist terror which was leading to the mass expulsion of Germans from 
their homes and saying that this new phase of the cold war must be 
met by all free peoples of Europe and the world. 

Restitution to Israel. The Bill approving the reparations agree- 
ment with Israel (see pp. 540 and 550) passed its first reading in the 
Bundestag. Urging ratification, Dr Adenauer declared it was the sacred 
duty of the nation to help those who had suffered under National 
Socialism. He pointed out that reparation was not being made to Israel 
but she was merely receiving compensation for the burden imposed on 
her by having to take 500,000 Jewish victims of Nazi action. Replying 
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Germany (continued) 
to the Arab contention that the German delivery of goods was a viola- 
tion of neutrality, he declared that the Security Council did not con- 
sider that a state of war existed between Israel and the Arab States, and 
in any case no war material was being sent. He expressed a wish to 
revive traditional friendly relations with the Arab world. He also 
hoped that the treaty with Israel would set up a new relationship 
between Germans and Jews. He reported that Israel had agreed to pay 
compensation for German assets seized in 1950 and had also agreed to 
allow the goods from Germany to be carried in German ships. 
Combine. The British, U.S., and French chairmen of the 
Allied Combined Steel Group signed the agreement providing for the 
break-up of the Krupp coal, iron, and steel trust. The Krupp family 
lawyers had signed on 20 February, and Herr Alfried Krupp, the head 
of the family, signed on 22 February the declaration that he would 
abstain from participation in the coal and steel industry. The agree- 
ment provided for the exclusion of Herr Alfried Krupp from the coal 
and steel industries and for the sale of his coal and steel holdings. It 
allowed the retention in the Krupp family of cash and plant estimated 
to be worth between £30 and {£50 million. It was calculated that Herr 
Krupp would have to dispose of roughly 75 per cent of his properties 
under the agreement. z 


GREAT BRITAIN. 19 Feb.—Defence. The Government published a 
White Paper on defence (Cmd. 8768). It estimated defence expenditure 
for 1953-4 at £1,636 m. which was an increase of £174 m. on the 
original estimates for 1952-3 and of £123 m. on the revised estimates 
for 1952-3. The figure of £1,636 m. included provision of £140 m. of 
sterling counterpart funds, compared with £85 m. of counterpart funds 
in 1952-3. About one-third of the increase in the defence Budget was 
attributed to higher costs. Expenditure on defence production was esti- 
mated at £650 m., and provision was made for a further £100 m. for 
research. 

National Service. The White Paper announced the Government’s 
decision to extend for another five years the national service scheme 
which was due to lapse at the end of the year; to make national service- 
men liable to recall in a military emergency for five years after com- 
pletion of their two years’ whole-time and three and a half year’s part- 
time service; and to limit the liability of Class Z and G reservists to 
recall in a military emergency and to end that liability at the age of 
forty-five. 

20 Feb.—Antarctic. Argentine Note to Britain (see Argentina). 

Arab Sheikdoms. The Foreign Office confirmed that additions had 
been made to the forces in Trucial Oman and the Persian Gulf sheik- 
doms under Britisn protection with a view to maintaining defence and 
efficiency and to suppressing the slave trade. | 

21 Feb.—Argentina and Chile: Antarctic. The Foreign Office 
published the text of a Note, delivered on 16 February to the Argentine 
Government, protesting against the erection on Deception Island in 
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the South Shetlands (part of the Falkland Island Dependencies) of a 
hut, tent, flag, and other equipment by the commander and naval crew 
of the Argentine tug Chiriguano. The Note declared the action to be a 
deliberate act of trespass, armed incursion, and nuisance, and it an- 
nounced that action was being taken to dismantle the hut and to deport 
two Argentinians found on the island. The Note further stated that 
British sovereignty over the Falkland Islands Dependencies, which 
dated from 1908 at the latest, could not be affected by Argentina’s 
claim to the area or by various illegal activities and trespasses, but it 
declared that the British offer to submit the dispute to the Inter- 
national Court remained open. 

A Note had also been sent to the Chilean Government protesting 
against infringement of British sovereignty on Deception Island. 

22 Feb.—Chilean Note re Antarctic dispute (see Chile). 

Argentine accusation of breach of faith (see Argentina). 

23 Feb.—Antarctic Dispute. Replying to a question in the Com- 
mons, Mr Eden said that the Government had been informed at the 
beginning of the month that Argentina and Chile had established 
naval parties on the air strip adjoining the British base on Deception 
Island and that permanent buildings had been erected. The acting 
Governor of the Falkland Islands had accordingly been instructed to 
dismantle the buildings and to arrest and deport any occupants found 
in them. The instructions were carried out on 15 February by civil 
authorities, with Royal Marines available in case of need. Two Argen- 
tinians had been deported: the Chilean hut was unoccupied. Notes 
informing the two Governments of the action taken and protesting 
against the infringement of British sovereignty had been presented in 
Buenos Aires and Santiago on 16 February. Replies had been received 
on 20 February: they asserted Argentinian and Chilean claims to the 
territory, protested against the British action, and demanded the 
restoration of the dismantled buildings and the return of the two men. 
Mr Eden declared that, in taking the action described, the Government 
had been concerned to dispel any doubt about its attitude to such 
encroachments on British territory. At the same time it had repeated 
the offer of the late Government to refer the conflicting claims to the 
territory to the International Court. This offer had been rejected in 
both the Argentinian and the Chilean Notes. 

24 Feb.—Sierra Leone. The Government published an exchange of 
despatches between the Governor of Sierra Leone and the Colonial 
Secretary in which certain changes in the Sierra Leone constitution 
were proposed by the Governor and accepted by Mr Lyttelton. The 
amendments provided that the unofficial members of the Executive 
Council should assume the title of Ministers and that the following 
portfolios should be created and allocated to them: (a) health, agri- 
culture, and forests; (5) local government, education, and welfare; 
(c) lands, mines, and labour; (d) works and transport; (e) posts and 
telegraphs. There would also be one Minister without portfolio. The 
Governor proposed to create a local government department under a 
secretary who would be responsible, under the direction of the Minister, 
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Great Britain (continued) 

for the co-ordination and development of local government stnoaagieinn 
Sierra Leone. The Colonial Secretary agreed with the Governor's 
recommendation that the Public Service Commission should become a 
statutory body. 

Polish protest (see Poland). 

25 Feb.—U.S. Aid. The Government issued a White Paper (Cmd. 
8776) on the arrangements agreed upon with the U.S. Government for 
the expenditure of the sterling counterpart funds of $9 m. of U.S, 
economic aid. 

Kenya. Mr Lyttelton told the Commons that since the declaration 
of the emergency in Kenya on 20 October 1952 ninety-seven Africans, 
eight Europeans, and three Asians had been murdered, and forty-four 
Africans, seven Europeans, and three Asians seriously wounded; 
161 Africans had been killed and 1o1 seriously wounded in operations 
by security forces. 

26 Feb.—Naval Estimates. The First Lord of the Admiralty 
presented to Parliament the naval estimates for 1953-4 which totalled 
£364,500,000, including £35 m. of U.S. defence support aid. This 
represented an increase 0 Fndgupiiie over the original 1952-3 naval 
estimates, and an increase of {4,250,000 after making allowance for the 
Supplementary Estimate of 20 January. 

27 Feb.—German External Debts. An international agreement for 
the settlement of Germany’s pre-war external debts by annual payments 
was signed in London by representatives of Federal Germany and of the 
United Kingdom, United States, France, Canada, Belgium Ceylon, 
Denmark, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Lichtenstein, Luxembourg, Norway, 
Pakistan, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, South Africa, and Yugoslavia. 
The agreement gave effect to the terms agreed at the London conference 
which ended on 8 August 1952. 

Bilateral agreements providing for settlement of the U.S., British, and 
French claims on account of economic assistance to Germany since the 
war were also signed by representatives of the four Governments. 

The agreement between Germany and the United Kingdom pro- 
vided for an annual German payment of £7-5 m. for twenty years. 

1 Mar.—Hungary. It was learned that the Hungarian Government 
had offered to exchange Mr Edgar Sanders, a British subject who was 
sentenced in Budapest in February 1950 to thirteen years’ imprison- 
ment for espionage, for Lee Meng, a Malayan woman who had been 
sentenced to death in Malaya. 

2 Mar.—Mr Churchill announced in the Commons that there 
could be no question of bartering a human life or of deflecting the course 
of justice or of mercy in Malaya in order to obtain the release of a 
British subject unjustly imprisoned in Hungary. He added that this 
answer did not exclude further consideration once the question of 
capital sentence had been resolved by the Malayan authorities. Mr 
Churchill recalled that the Government had made repeated efforts to 
secure the release of Mr Sanders and in December 1949 had broken 
off negotiations for a trade and financial agreement because of the 
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Hungarian Government’s refusal to allow the British Consul to visit 
Mr Sanders in prison. 

3 Mar.—Royal Styles and Title Bill. The Bill passed its second 
reading without a division after an amendment for its rejection on the 

und that it did not provide a historically accurate royal title for 
Scotland had been defeated by 328 votes to 29. The Bill authorized 
a change in the Royal Titles in accordance with the decision of the 
recent Commonwealth Conference that each member of the Common- 
wealth should adopt a title appropriate to its circumstances while 
retaining a common element which was to be a reference to Her 
Majesty’s other realms and territories and her title as Head of the 
Commonwealth. 

4 Mar.—Visit of Mr Eden and Mr Butler to America (see United 
States). 


GREECE. 25 Feb.—Tripartite Treaty. A treaty of friendship and 
co-operation between Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia was initialled in 
Athens by the Foreign Ministers of Greece and Yugoslavia and by the 
Turkish Ambassador in Athens and the Turkish Foreign Under- 
Secretary. 

28 Feb.—Tripartite Balkan Pact (see Turkey). 

Lake Copais Estate. The State Council rejected the Lake Copais 
Company’s appeal against the expropriation of the estate. It was under- 
stood, however, that, except for one or two minor points, agreement on 
a settlement had been reached by the Government and the Lake Copais 
Company. 


4 Mar.—Enosis. A students’ demonstration in favour of the union 
of Cyprus and Greece led to a clash with the police in which twenty- 
four students and forty-eight policemen were injured: thirty-four 
students were arrested. The demonstration was staged to coincide with 
the visit of Archbishop Macarius of Cyprus who informed the Govern- 
ment of his démarches to the United States and London concerning the 
Enosis movement. 


HUNGARY. 1 Mar.—Hungarian offer to exchange Mr Sanders (see 
Great Britain). 
2 Mar.—British rejection of offer (see Great Britain). 


HONG KONG. 4 Mar.—Budget. Addressing the Legislature on the 
Budget, Sir Alexander Grantham, the Governor, said that whereas 
trade for 1951 was a million tons less than in 1950, in 1952 it was 28 per 
cent or $2,500 m. less than in 1951, most of the fall having occurred 
during the first half of the year. The financial year was expected to end 
with an excess revenue of $68,500,000 more than the original estimate 
of $290,750,000. Of this excess, $50 m. had come from earnings and 
profits tax because of improved collection. The Governor emphasized 
that in spite of the fall in trade the current year’s public works building 
programme was a record. He also reported progress in education and in 
the resettlement of squatters. ‘ 
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INDIA. 20 Feb.—Indo-Pakistan Waters Dispute. Mr Nehru, Prime 
Minister, denied in the Lower House that India had deliberately 
deprived Pakistan of a canal water supply in the Indus basin and 
explained that owing to the drought in the Punjab there had been a 
reduction in supply all over the place. He expressed surprise at the ‘new 
and intensive agitation’ in Pakistan on the subject, and pointed out that 
there had been no official protest from the Pakistan Government. So far 
as India was concerned, he said, the agreement of May 1948 was still in 
force. A technical study of possible measures to increase irrigation water 
supplies was being made by engineers from India, Pakistan, and the 
World Bank and would continue until September. 

23 Feb.—The Government issued a statement pointing out that 
there were only two canals in Pakistan which received supplies from 
headworks in India. The supply was made on the basis of the agree- 
ment of May 1948. This agreement had been unilaterally repudiated 
by the Pakistan Government in December 1950. Nevertheless, the 
Indian Government had continued to supply water under the terms of 
the agreement. The Indian Government had proposed in September 
1951 that the validity of the agreement be referred to arbitration, but 
Pakistan had declined the proposal. The statement added that of the 
total flow of six rivers of the Indus system, Pakistan used 40 per cent, 
India 5 per cent, and the rest ran wastefully into the sea, There was 
therefore enough water for all Pakistan’s future development plans. 

24 Feb.—Kashmir. Tara Singh, leader of the extremist Akali Sikh 
party, was arrested in Amritsar together with nine other Sikhs for 
defying the ban on public meetings. He had addressed an open meeting 
on 22 February and had been supporting Praja Parishad agitation in 
Jammu in alliance with two right-wing Hindu organizations, the Jana 
Sangh and the Mahasabha. A demonstration by Sikhs against the arrests 
was broken up by the police with tear gas. 

27 Feb.—Budget. Mr Deshmukh, Finance Minister, in presenting 
the budget, reported a marked improvement in the country’s economic 
position, and he said that existing economic conditions justified a 
certain amount of ‘deficit’ financing. He was budgeting for a small 
deficit of Rs. 1-05 crores, revenue being estimated at Rs. 437°76 crores 
and expenditure at Rs. 438-81 crores. (One crore=10 m. rupees, or 
approximately £750,000). The increase in expenditure was mainly for 
development and defence. The capital budget provided for Rs. 77 
crores as capita! outlay and Rs. 131 crores as loans to states. Defence 
expenditure amounted to Rs. 199°84 crores—45 per cent of the total— 
the increase of Rs. 7-11 crores going towards expansion of the Navy and 
Air Force. Budgetary measures included the raising of the exemption 
limit for income tax, adjustments in import and export duties, and 
changes in postal rates. Mr Deshmukh also announced the appoint- 
ment of a taxation inquiry commission. 

3 Mar.—Foreign Capital. The Government announced that to 
stimulate the investment of foreign capital it had relaxed regulations 
regarding the repatriation of capital from non-sterling areas, and would 
in future allow capital invested after 1 January 1950 in approved 
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projects by residents of non-sterling countries, Norway, Sweden, and 
Denmark to be repatriated at any time together with any capital 
appreciation. 

4 Mar.—Imports. It was announced that the Government had 
decided to allow increased imports of certain items and token imports of 
other items previously banned. The decision was made with a view to 
increasing revenue from Customs duties and encouraging improvements 


in the quality ‘of indigenous articles. 


INDO-CHINA. 24 Feb.—A meeting of the Viet-Nam High Com- 
mission at Dalat, attended on the Viet-Nam side by the Emperor Bao 
Dai, the Prime Minister, Defence Minister, and Chief of Staff, and on 
the French side by the Minister for the Associated States, M. Letour- 
neau, the Governor-General, Gen. Gautier, and the Commander-in- 
Chief, Gen. Salan, agreed to raise a large number of exclusively Viet- 
Nam commando battalions for which purpose the Viet-Nam financial 
share would be raised from 30 to 50 milliards of francs (approximately 
{50 m.). The principle of ‘unity of command’ was not to be affected, 
but local Viet-Nam commanders would have much greater liberty of 
action. 

25 Feb.—M. Nguyen Van Tam, Viet-Namese Prime Minister, 
announced that a new Viet-Nam force of 40,000 men formed into 
fifty-five commando-type battalions would be ready before the end of 
the year. 

force of 5,000 men began an operation to 
open the road from Saigon to Cap St Jacques, some forty miles to the 
south-east. 

26 Feb.—According to Peking reports the Indo-Chinese Communist 
Party (known as the Viet-Nam Lao Dong Party) had held its fourth 
plenary session and had adopted a programme calling for: agitation 
among the masses; strengthened party leadership; reform in the army 
and improved military training; increased production; improved living 
conditions for the people; development of guerilla warfare behind the 
enemy lines; and better party work in the villages. 

Viet-Nam Army. The Chief of the General Staff of the National 
Viet-Nam Army said that the regular Viet-Nam forces would total 
200,000 before the end of the year, apart from the 40,000 to be recruited 


into commando-type battalions. 


ISRAEL. 22 Feb.—Frontier Clash. A military spokesrnan stated that a 

Jordan force had crossed into Israeli territory south of Hebron on 

19 February, and that in an ensuing clash with an Israeli military unit 

- Israeli was killed. The Jordan force had been driven back across the 
order. 

Jordan statement re frontier clash (see fordan). 

25 Feb.—Oil Agreement. An agreement regulating the legal status 
of Consolidated Refineries Ltd and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
was initialled in Tel Aviv. ! 

26 Feb.—Jordan statement on frontier incident (see Jordan). 
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Israel (continued) 

27 Feb.—Jordan report of border clash (see fordan). 

An army spokesman reported that a Mixed Armistice Commission 
team had established that a border clash in the Hebron area on 25 
February had taken place on the Israeli side of the frontier. 

2 Mar.—Germany. The Foreign Ministry announced that it had 
waived the clause in the reparations agreement with west Germany 
which stipulated that German goods to be made available to Israel 
could not be carried in German ships. The Federal Government had 
pointed out that the Bundestag could not be expected to ratify an agree- 
ment containing a clause discriminating against Germany. 

4 Mar.—Dr Adenauer on treaty with Israel (see Germany). 


ITALY. 19 Feb.—Persian Oil: the ‘Miriella’. The Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Company presented a memorandum to the president of the Venice 
civil court in which it argued that the oil cargo of the Miriella was their 
property because the Persian nationalization decree, in not providing 
for compensation, violated an accepted principle of international law 
and must therefore be considered invalid. 

The Supor Company also presented a memorandum submitting that 
the case was outside the jurisdiction of an Italian court because no such 
court could pass judgement on the act of a sovereign State, and that in 
any case they had signed the contract with the National Iranian Oil 
Company after the principle of nationalization had been recognized by 
the British Government. 

22 Feb.—A bomb was thrown at the headquarters of the neo-Fascist 
M.S.I. movement in Piombino, Tuscany. Some damage was caused but 
no one was hurt. 

24 Feb. et seq. European Foreign Ministers’ Conference 4.0. 

27 Feb.—Italian-German Agreement. Signor De Gasperi and Dr 
Adenauer signed an agreement providing for the return to Germany of 
the four German institutes in Italy—the Herzian Library, the German 
Archaeological Institute, and the German Historical Institute in Rome, 
and the German Institute of the History of Art in Florence. The 
German Government undertook not to remove them from their 
existing sites and to give them autonomous administration. 

The German Government also agreed to restore any works of art, 
books, or manuscripts taken unlawfully from Italy during the war, and 
it was decided to set up a mixed commission of experts to deal with the 
question. The Italian Government agreed to restore to Germany any 
German works of art which had reached Italy unlawfully as a result of 
the war. 

Franco-Italian Agreement. Signor De Gasperi and M. Bidault 
signed an agreement concerning the projected Mont Blanc road tunnel, 
social insurance for Italian workers in France, and certain minor frontier 
rectifications. The communiqué announcing the agreement said that the 
talks had been marked ‘by a spirit of great friendship and complete 
trust’, that full agreement had been reached on the two countries’ 
general policies, and that both Ministers had reaffirmed their determina- 
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tion to work together to build the ‘future Europe’. It had been agreed 
that more Italian building workers would enter France, and fields for 
Italian workers in the French Union had been discussed. 


JAPAN. 21 Feb.—South Korea. The head of the South Korean 
mission in Tokio, Mr Kim, issued a statement in regard to the firing on 
Japanese fishing craft by South Korean patrol boats on 4 and 21 
February. The Japanese Government had protested to the South 
Korean Government and had also reported the incidents to the United 
Nations Command. Mr Kim’s statement said the South Koreans 
were ‘enforcing their entirely legal challenge’ in firing on Japanese 
intruders into Korean waters. He referred to Japanese threats of 
economic reprisals and said these would probably be revealing to. 
South Korea’s allies in view of their joint effort to stop Communist 
aggression at a time when Japan was profiting from the Korean war- 
and remaining secure behind the South Korean defences. 

23 Feb.—Japanese in China. The League of Red Cross Societies 
announced in Geneva an agreement between the Japanese and Chinese. 
Red Cross Societies for the repatriation of 30,000 Japanese in China. 

25 Feb.—A Foreign Ministry spokesman announced that a Note had 
been sent to the U.S. Embassy asking it to use its influence with the 
U.N. Command and the South Korean Government to prevent any 
further attacks on Japanese fishing craft. : 

2 Mar.—The House of Representatives adopted, by 191 votes to 160, 
a resolution to refer to a special committee a motion of censure on 
Mr Yoshida, the Prime Minister, for having called Mr Nishimura, a 
Socialist member, a ‘stupid idiot’ on 28 February. About sixty Liberal. 
(Government) deputies abstained: because of inter-party feuds. 

Communism. The Government refused to renew the residence 
permits of five Russians, two Poles, and a Czechoslovak, and announced 
that no more ‘Russian or satellite’ citizens would be allowed into the 
country, excepting the Russian wives of Japanese returning home under- 
the repatriation programme who would be given special consideration. 


JORDAN. 22 Feb.—Israeli-Jordan clash (see Israel). 

23 Feb.—Israel. Arab Legion H.Q. issued a statement that on 
21 February an Israeli patrol had fired on Jordanian shepherds grazing 
their cattle in the Jordan village of Sureef. Jordan national guards had 
returned the fire and after half an hour’s exchange the Israeli patrol 
had disappeared. One Arab had been wounded and one cow killed. 

26 Feb.—Arab Legion H.Q. announced that four boys and a man 
and his twelve-year-old daughter had been shot dead by an Israeli 
patrol while they were trying to lead back their flock of sheep and goats. 
which had strayed three kilometres into Israeli territory. 

27 Feb.—The chief Jordanian delegate to the Mixed Armistice 
Commission reported that two of four Jewish soldiers who had ad- 
vanced from the Jewish side to the Jordanian village of Falamis had. 
been shot dead by Jordan defence guards. 

Israeli report of border clash (see Israel). 
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KASHMIR CONFERENCE. 19 Feb.—A communiqué issued on the 
conclusion of the Indo-Pakistani talks on Kashmir at Geneva said that 
the Indian and Pakistani representatives would report to their i 

Governments and Dr Graham, the U.N. mediator, to the Security 


KENYA. 19 Feb.—Emergency Figures. The Government announced 
that since the beginning of the emergency in October 1952 the total 
number of persons killed through subversive activity was 202—177 
Kikuyu, 13 other Africans, g Europeans, and 3 Asians. The forces of 
law and order had killed 122. 

The Government accepted a proposal of Mr Mathu, leader of the 
African unofficial members, to establish a committee to advise on the 
co-ordination of problems arising from the movement of Kikuyu 
squatters. 

20 Feb.—Gen. Harding, C.I.G.S., arrived on a visit to Kenya. 

The Government accepted a motion by Mr Blundell, leader of the 
European elected members in the Legislature, calling for a Select 
Committee to report on the adequacy of African wages, other con- 
ditions, and employment benefit, and the seas of providing 
Africans with greater incentives to promote industrial efficiency and 
increased output. 

A motion by an African unofficial member that African members of 
the Council should be free to hold meetings with their people was 
defeated in the Legislature by 24 votes to 13. The Government spokes- 
man opposed the motion on security grounds but promised that the 
Government would consider sympathetically applications by indi- 
vidual members. 

21 Feb.—Two Kikuyu were shot and seriously wounded by terrorists 
in Nairobi. 

22 Feb.—A Kikuyu resistance group leader was shot dead by terror- 
ists in the South Nyeri reserve. Other terrorists ambushed a police 
party and killed one African constable. 

At least three Africans were wounded when police opened fire on an 
illegal meeting in the Fort Hall reserve. 

25 Feb.—Eight Kikuyu convicted of Mau-Mau murders were 

ed. 
elalnes on casualties (see Great Britain). 

3 Mar.—Four African policemen and the wives of two of them were 

murdered by terrorists during an attack on a police post. 


KOREA. 19 Feb.—Another heavy raid was made by 200 U.N. aircraft 
on the North Korean tank-infantry training area near Kangso. A night 
raid was also made on a military headquarters and supply area at 
Unh in north-west Korea. 

21 Feb.—South Korean-Japanese fishing dispute (see Japan). 

22 Feb.—Gen. Clark, U.N. Supreme Commander, sent a letter to 
the Chinese and North Korean commanders repeating his earlier 
proposal for an immediate exchange of sick and wounded prisoners. 
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He suggested a meeting of liaison officers at Panmunjom to arrange the 
exchange, 

Pekin broadcast on germ warfare (see China). 

24 Feb.—Gen. Clark, U.N. Supreme Commander, Far East, issued 
a statement denouncing as totally baseless the allegation revived by 
Peking Radio that the United Nations were engaged in germ warfare. 
He said that it was doubtful whether the statements linked with the 
names of captured American personnel ever passed the lips of those 
unfortunate men, but if they had done so, Communist methods of 
extorting words they wanted were too familiar for there to be any 
mystery as to how they were fabricated. He reaffirmed ‘with the utmost 
emphasis’ that neither the U.N. command nor any of its units had ever 
engaged in bacteriological warfare. 

25 Feb.—The South Korean Defence Minister said that the South 
Korean soldier was getting only one-third of the calories he needed and 
in consequence several thousand conscripts were in hospital suffering 
from tuberculosis and other diseases due to deficiencies in diet. 

26 Feb.—_U.N. Command H.Q. announced that the U.S. Govern- 
ment had agreed to pay $85-8 m. to the South Korean Republic in full 
and final settlement of all unpaid won advances made to American forces 
up to 7 February 1953. The statement added that to date the U.S. 
Government had paid a total of $160 m. for currency provided by the 
Korean Government. 

1 Mar.—The Communists made several probing attacks on the 
western and central fronts, all of which were repulsed. In the western 
sector the fighting was the heaviest for more than a month. 

2 Mar.—The Far East Air Forces reported that twenty-five enemy 
jet fighters had been shot down in combat during February; eight 
others had been probably destroyed, and thirty damaged. Sixteen allied 
aircraft had been lost, two in combat, five by ground fire and nine as a 
result of other causes. 

4 Mar.—After twenty-four hours’ heavy fighting South Korean 
troops recaptured a hill position South-east of Kumsong on the east 
central front. 

Prisoners’ Riot. The U.N. Command announced that two Com- 
munist prisoners had been killed and eight injured by other prisoners in 
a riot on Koje Island on 1 March. At a different time, a prisoner who 
had twice ignored an order had been shot dead by a guard. 

The 8th Army estimated that the Communists had suffered 7,500 
casualties during February—the lowest monthly total since the war 


MALAYA. 25 Feb.—It was announced that Gen. Templer, High 
Commissioner, had invited Dato Malmud bin Mat, the Malayan 
Member for Lands, Mines, and Communications, to be first Speaker 
} of the Federal Legislative Council. 

2 Mar.—Casualty Figures. It was announced that during February 
fifty-six terrorists had been killed or captured, and thirty-six had 
surrendered. Security forces casualties were one killed and four 
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Malaya (continued) 
wounded: eight civilians were murdered and two were missing. There 
were ninety-six incidents reported. 

3 Mar.—Security forces killed Lau Cheng, the commander of the 
1st Regiment of the Malayan Races Liberation Army. 


NIGERIA. 4 Mar.—Opening the House of Representatives, the 
Governor, Sir John Macpherson, referred to the political crisis in the 
eastern region where a deadlock had been caused by the refusal of the 
majority party—the National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons— 
to consider any legislation while present Ministers remained in office. 
The Governor said that the set back to. good government in the eastern 
region was a shock to all responsible people and had temporarily dam- 
aged the good name of Nigeria abroad. His Council of Ministers had 
been gravely concerned and they hoped the situation would be speedily 
restored. He announced that a Bill for a legislative Houses (powers and 
privileges) ordinance would be introduced, of which the purpose was 
‘to uphold the authority and dignity of these Houses and protect the 
rights of the electorate by ensuring that their chosen Tepresentatives 
are free in all respects to speak for them in those Houses’. 


NORDIC COUNCIL. 21 Feb.—The meeting in Copenhagen ended. It 
recommended investigation of increased co-operation in health services 
and in postal, telegraph, and telephone services. It also recommended 
increased facilities for travel between the northern countries, relief in 
Customs and exchange control, and investigation of the possibility of 
building a bridge across the Sound between Sweden and Denmark. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 19 Feb.—Civil 
Defence. Lord Ismay, Secretary-General, announced to the press 
that a committee of experts had been set up to co-ordinate planning of 
civil defence measures. 

27 Feb.—Central Europe Command. It was announced that Gen. 
Ridgway had recommended to the Standing Group the creation of a 
unified command in central Europe and the enlargement of the functions 
of Air Deputy at Supreme Headquarters. 


. 20 Feb.—Mr Nehru on Indo-Pakistan waters (see 
) 

23 Feb.—Indian statement on waters dispute (see India). 
Feb.—Canadian gift of wheat under Colombo Plan (see Canada). 
Feb.—The all-Muslim parties’ convention decided to launch a 

‘direct action’ campaign as a protest against the Government’s refusal 
to declare the Ahmadiya sect a minority and to remove the Foreign 
Minister, Sir Zafrullah Khan, a prominent member of the sect, from 
the Government. 

27 Feb.—Disorders. The Government arrested ten leaders of the 

‘direct action’ movement, and after a day of demonstrations in Karachi 
against the Government about 700 further arrests were made. | 
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The Government issued a statement declaring that the agitation had 
been started by the Ahrars whom they accused of not being reconciled 
to the establishment of Pakistan and of disrupting Muslim solidarity 
and of seeking to damage Pakistan’s vital interests under the cloak 
of a religious movement. The statement added: ‘It appears that the 
sponsors of this agitation have now planned disturbances on a large scale 
throughout the country in order to force the Government and people to 
yield to their dictation’, and it declared that the Government would 
maintain order with all the resources at its command. 

28 Feb.—A further 179 arrests were made for demonstrations against 
the Ahmadiya community. 

1 Mar.—Reports from the Punjab stated that similar demonstrations 
had been held in some districts and arrests had been made. The 
Punjab Government had banned for one year two Lahore newspapers— 
the Ahrar party’s Azad and the Ahmadiya Community’s Al Fazal. 

Import Restrictions. The Government placed a ban on several 
types of import from the dollar area. 

3 Mar.—Disorders. One person was killed and several injured when 
police opened fire in Lahore on demonstrators against the Ahmadiya 
pa 


4 Mar.—A curfew was imposed in Lahore after further demonstra- 
tions during which the deputy superintendent of police was shot dead 
and three constables were seriously injured. Disorders in Sialkot and 
Lyallpur were also reported. 


PERSIA. 20 Feb.—Anglo-Persian Oil Dispute. New British and 
American proposals for a settlement of the dispute were submitted 
to Dr Musaddiq by the U.S. Ambassador. 

22 Feb.—The Majlis dispersed in uproar following a dispute between 
pro-Musaddiq and pro-Kashani deputies. 

Dr Musaddiq’s Rift with the Shah. Dr Musaddiq told a group of 
seven National Struggle deputies that he would resign if ‘intrigues and 
provocation’ against his Government by the Court and by Opposition 
deputies in the Majlis were continued. 

It was reported that tension between Dr Musaddiq and the Shah 
had recently arisen over a number of questions including the Govern- 
ment’s imposition, a few days previously, of taxes on the royal estates 
and lands. These had been exempt from taxation since their income was 
allocated to the royal social service organization, formed six years earlier 
by Princess Ashraf, the Shah’s sister, for charity. The organization had 
also been receiving a monthly Government subsidy of 60 m. rials. 
Dr Musaddiq had also ordered the suspension of this sum. 

23 Feb.—Mullah Kashani told Opposition deputies that any new 
political crisis might jeopardize the national struggle and it was there- 
fore the duty of the Majlis to avoid weakening the Government's 
position. 

Seventeen deputies met Dr Musaddiq and Hussein Ala, the Court 
Minister, to discuss the differences between the Court and the Govern- 
ment. Dr Musaddiq had announced that he would inform the pubiic 
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Persia (continued) 

of his dissension with the Shah and would appeal for the nation’s 
os a Later, seven pro-Government deputies were received by the 


Dr Musaddiq issued a decree forbidding civil servants to strike on 
pain of penalties and eventual dismissal. 

24 Feb.—Dr Musaddiq had an audience of the Shah during which 
the Shah assured him of his support for the Government. The Prime 
Minister gave the Shah a report on the latest Anglo-American oil 
proposals. Press reports stated that the Shah conceded most of Dr 
Musaddiq’s demands which included the extension of Governmental 
financial authority to Court Ministers and the imposition of taxes on 
estates belonging to the royal family. 

The Majlis passed the Stee s financial Bill. 

25 Feb.—Gen. Zahedi, former Senator and Minister of the Interior, 
was arrested on charges of ‘ intriguing’ against the Government and of 
being involved in the recent tribal rising of the Bakhtiari. 

28 Feb.—After having announced in a letter to Mullah Kashani his 
decision to leave Persia, the Shah later in the day gave in to demon- 
strations against his departure and announced that he would remain. 
An earlier appeal by the Mullah, presented by a Majlis deputation, 
urging him to stay on the ground that his departure would be harmful 
in existing circumstances, had failed to move him. While the demon- 
strations in favour of the Shah were proceeding, a pro-Kashani mob 
attempted to raid Dr Musaddiq’s house. Guards fired on the raiders, 
wounding five men, one of whom died later. Dr Musaddiq sought 
refuge at General Staff headquarters. At a meeting of the Majlis later 
in the evening Dr Musaddiq said he would give the Majlis forty-eight 
hours to decide the future of his Government or alternatively would call 
for a referendum. He said the Shah’s decision to leave the country for 

a short time was normal and that the Government had made all the 
necessary arrangements. He added that foreign agents and opponents 
of the Government were responsible for the disorder following the 
announcement of the Shah’s decision. 

Tehran Radio later broadcast a statement by thirty members of the 
National Struggle parliamentary party announcing their continued 
support for the Prime Minister in spite of the latest incidents. They 
declared that enemies of the national movement had tried to exploit 
sympathy with the sovereign and turn demonstrations in support of the 
Shah into a campaign against the Government. 

It became known that at a meeting earlier in the day between Dr 
Musaddiq and the Shah it had been agreed that a regency council— 
consisting of Prince Gholamreza, the Shah’s brother, Hussein Ala, 
the Court Minister, and Dr Musaddiq—should be appointed to act 
during the Shah’s absence. 

1 Mar.—Demonstrations in favour of the Shah continued during 
the day and sporadic clashes occurred between pro-Shah and pro- 
Musaddiq supporters. The National Struggle party met and issued 
two statements: one appealed to the Prime Minister to use his power to 
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maintain order and to punish severely those responsible for the unrest; 
and the other, to the nation, declared that the fate of the national move- 
ment was at stake. 

Dr Musaddiq dismissed Gen. Baharmast, the Chief of Staff, for 
negligence and appointed Gen. Taghi Riahi in his place. Brig. Afshar- 
toos, Chief of Police, was also dismissed and replaced by Brig. Jini. 
In announcing the dismissals, Mr Fatemi, Foreign Minister, accused 
some army Officers of trying to overthrow the Government. 

The Tudeh (Communist) Party appealed to the nation for the forma- 
tion of a united front against the Court and its ‘illegal intervention’ in 
political affairs. 

National Struggle deputies sent a petition, and later a deputation, to 
the Shah requesting him to intervene to stop the activities of retired 
and serving generals and other pro-Court elements who had been 
involved in the anti-Government demonstrations. They complained 
that several senior officers, including the former Marshal Shahbakhti 
and Gen. Garzan, had taken part in the raid on Dr Musaddiq’s house. 

2 Mar.—Disorders continued in Tehran, with pro-Musaddiq 
demonstrations by University students, anti-Shah demonstrations by 
Tudeh Party supporters, and demonstrations in favour of the Shah 
leading to clashes in which twenty-five persons were reported to be 
injured. One anti-Tudeh student was stabbed to death by a Tudeh 

, and a police officer who was trying to disperse a procession was 
also stabbed by a Tudeh mob. At one point police fired over the heads 
of the crowd and used tear gas. Reports from the provinces spoke of 
growing unrest especially in Abadan and other oil towns. 

Dr Musaddiq ordered the arrest of a number of retired and serving 
officers alleged to have been involved in the raid on his house. 

Dr Musaddiq broadcast an appeal to the nation to discontinue strikes 
and demonstrations and return to work. 

3 Mar.—The Government banned all demonstrations, and tanks and 
troops patrolled the streets. Supporters of Mullah Kashani boycotted 
a meeting of the Majlis at which a vote of confidence in Dr Musaddiq 
was to be taken. As a result, a quorum could not be raised. 

Mullah Kashani wrote to the Prime Minister protesting against the 
change of commander of the Majlis guards and maintaining that it was 
within his authority to decide who should command the internal 
guards of the Majlis. The deputies supporting the Mullah had com- 
plained that demonstrations in the Majlis square the day before had 
been due to the negligence of the new commander. An instruction by 
the Mullah for the replacement of the new commander had been 
ignored, and the Military Governor had declared that it was not for the 
Speaker of the Majlis to interfere with security measures. It was 
announced that arrested army officers included one marshal, two 
generals, one brigadier-general, and seven colonels. A warrant had been 
issued for the arrest of Gen. Garzan. Others arrested included: Jamal 
Imami, the former Opposition leader; Gholam Foruhar, Finance 
Minister in Gen. Razmara’s Government; six editors of anti-Govern- 
ment newspapers; and a number of 'Tudeh Party leaders. They had all 
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Persia (continued) ; 
been charged with conspiracy to overthrow the Government by force. 

An attempt by Tudeh Party supporters to stage a demonstration was 
foiled by police and troops who fired over the heads of the crowd. In 
clashes with the rioters several soldiers and police were injured; at least 
150 rioters were arrested. 

4 Mar.—Mullah Kashani sent a letter to the National Struggle Party 
declaring that so long as Ahmed Razavi, the second deputy president 
of the Majlis, remained the head and an active member of the party he 
could not preside over the Majlis alternately with the first deputy 
president. 

Ahmed Razavi had an audience of the Shah to report the latest 
parliamentary dispute. 


PHILIPPINES. 28 Feb.—The Secretary of National Defence, Mr 
Magsaysay resigned, declaring it was pointless continuing to try and 
eliminate the Hukbalahaps while the Administration ‘continues to 
foster and tolerate conditions which offer a fertile soil for Communism’. 


POLAND. 19 Feb.—It was announced that on 18 February a military 
court in Warsaw had sentenced to death two Poles who were alleged 
to have been parachuted into Poland from an American aircraft in 
November 1952. Both had pleaded guilty to charges of espionage. 

24 Feb.—Great Britain. Warsaw Radio announced that Poland had 
protested to the British Government against the financing of the 
‘Polish Emigré Organization’ in Britain and against British support for 
‘Polish diversionist sabotage groups mostly in the service of the 
American intelligence service.’ (See also p. 49). 


RHODESIA, NORTHERN. 20 Feb.—The Chief Secretary told the 
Legislative Assembly that four African chiefs in the Northern Province 
had been suspended for flouting, or inciting disregard for, the game 
laws and/or fishery regulations. One of them had been arrested on a 
charge of threatening violence to Government servants in the dis- 
charge of their duties. 


RUMANIA. 20 Feb.—United States. Ploesti Sabotage Trial. A 
United States Note was delivered which declared that the recent trial of 
twenty-four Rumanians formerly employed by American oil companies 
in Rumania on charges of sabotage and espionage had been staged by 
the Rumanian Government to add to its ‘general campaign of mis- 
representations’ against the United States. The Note also stated that the 
oil shortage in Rumania was due not to American sabotage but to 
Soviet seizures of oil and equipment and the Rumanian Government’s 
policy of blocking outside funds for post-war reconstruction. 


SIERRA LEONE. 24 Feb.— Administrative changes (see Great Britain). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 19 Feb.—Criminal Law Amendment Bill. 
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Moving the second reading of the Bill in the Assembly, Mr Swart, 
Minister of Justice, said that the Bill was necessary to preserve law and 
order and to prevent deliberate civil disobedience campaigns. It 
imposed severe penalties for existing crimes committed in certain 
circumstances, and for incitement to break the law as part of an organ- 
ized defiance campaign. Giving financial assistance to defiance cam- 
paigns was also made an offence. Mr Swart accused the Opposition 
press of having deliberately distorted the scope and intent of the Bill by 
giving the impression that penalties would be imposed merely for 
protesting against any laws, whereas penalties were to be imposed only 
when offences were committed by way of an organized protest, as dur- 
ing the defiance campaign in 1952. 

23 Feb.—Royal Style and Titles Bill. Parliament gave final 
approval to the Bill establishing Queen Elizabeth’s title in South 
Africa. It included the words ‘Queen of South Africa’ and ‘Head of the 
Commonwealth’. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill. The Bill was read a third time 
without a division. Only the two Labour members and the three 
representatives of Africans opposed it. During the debate Mr Swart 
declared that the Government had no intention of instituting any form 
of censorship over the public press or of using the measure to restrict 
the reporting of matters of public interest, but a provision had been 
included to ensure that reporting which could be interpreted as incite- 
ment to defy the law could be the subject of prosecution. 

28 Feb.—An order was issued cancelling all police leave. It was 
understood that the order would remain in force until after the general 
election on 15 April. 


TIBET. 22 Feb.—Reports reaching India said that the Chinese had 
dissolved the Dalai Lama’s regular army of 10,000 men and had re- 
engaged the men in their own army. The Dalai Lama had been allowed 
to keep 500 men as a bodyguard. ‘The Communist-sponsored Panchen 
Lama had left Tashilumpo monastery and was moving to Lhasa. 


TURKEY. 20 Feb.—Bulgaria. The frontier with Bulgaria was re- 
opened, following the signing of a Turco-Bulgarian protocol under 
which the Bulgarian Government agreed to receive back about 1,000 
gypsies whom they had attempted to send to Turkey about eighteen 
months earlier, camouflaged as Turkish emigrants. Turkey had refused 
to accept them and they had been camping in no man’s land between 
the two frontiers ever since. 

25 Feb.—Initialling of tripartite treaty (see Greece). 

28 Feb.—Tripartite Balkan Pact. A ‘treaty of friendship and col- 
laboration’ was signed in Ankara by the Foreign Ministers of Turkey, 
Greece, and Yugoslavia. In the preamble the signatories reaffirmed 
their loyalty to the principles of the United Nations in accordance with 
article 51 of the Charter. The articles of the treaty provided: that the 
three Foreign Ministers would meet at least once a year to co-ordinate 
decisions; that the signatories would continue to examine jointly 
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Turkey (continued) 

defence problems and the General Staffs to co-operate and submit 
proposals to their respective Governments; the three countries would 
develop economic and cultural relations; they undertook to solve all 
differences between each other in a spirit of friendship, not to interfere 
in each other’s internal affairs, and not to join alliances against, or to 
take action aimed against each other; they undertook not to enter any 
treaty opposed to the present one; the rights and obligations of Greece 
and Turkey under the North Atlantic Treaty would remain unaffected; 
the treaty would be open to any other State whose co-operation would 
be judged useful by the signatories; the treaty would be valid for five 
years after which it could be denounced subject to one year’s notice. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Economic Commission for Europe q.v. 


General Assembly—Political Committee 

25 Feb.—Korea. At a reopening of the debate on Korea, Senator 
Lodge (U.S.A.) declared that if it were not for the active aid furnished 
by Russia to the Chinese and North Korean aggressors in Korea the 
war there would have been over. He challenged Mr Vyshinsky (Russia) 
to disprove the following ‘ten facts’: (1) Soviet planning had instigated 
the original aggression which was subsequently maintained by Soviet 
training and equipment; (2) North Korean forces had been virtually 
destroyed in the autumn of 1950 and later reappeared reconstituted, 
reorganized, and completely equipped with Soviet-manufactured 
weapons ; (3) the flow of Soviet equipment was constant and steady and 
accounted for an increase in the combat effectiveness of the enemy; (4) 
Chinese Communists were also being supplied by the Soviet Union; 
(5) naval mines off the Korean coast were of Soviet manufacture; (6) 
Communist planes used in Korea were made in Russia; (7) a new Soviet 
aircraft—the IL28 (a twin jet tactical light bomber) had been supplied 
to Communists in Korea; (8) the Communists had 2,500 planes in 
Korea, half of them jets, all supplied by Russia; (9) Russia replaced 
lost Communist aircraft and, according to estimates of experts, had 
supplied in all 4,400 aircraft; (10) Russia had also provided anti- 
aircraft guns, many of them radar-controlled. 

A motion by Mr Vyshinsky to invite North Korean envoys to take 
part in the debate was opposed by Senator Lodge and Sir Gladwyn 
Jebb (U.K.) but supported by all the Asian and Arab delegates except 
the Lebanon. It was rejected by 35 votes to 16 with 6 abstentions. 

2 Mar.—Replying to the American charges, Mr Vyshinsky admitted 
that Russia was selling arms to China under the Soviet-Chinese pact of 
friendship and mutual assistance, but he asked in what respect such an 
arrangement was objectionable. He denied that arms had been sold to 
North Korea, apart from those left behind when the Russian forces 
were withdrawn from Korea. As for the charge that Russia wished to 
prolong the war, he declared that it was Russia who had inspired the 
armistice negotiations and that Russian proposals for a cease-fire and 
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the appointment of an eleven-Power commission to negotiate an 
armistice had been rejected at least five times in the General Assembly. 
He repeated that this was the only basis for a solution. In a strong 
attack on American policy he said that President Eisenhower’s decision 
to withdraw the Seventh Fleet from Formosa ‘was clear evidence of 
American ruling circles to expand the war in the Far East’ and that the 
new American policy was to have ‘Asians fight Asians’ as part of its. 
plans for a new world war. 

Mr Lodge pointed out that Russian assistance was admittedly 
being given to the Chinese Communists in Korea and therefore to those 
who had been branded as aggressors by the United Nations, and, that as 
a two-thirds majority would be required in the Commission proposed 
by Mr Vyshinsky, its Communist members would have an effective 
veto, while thousands of prisoners would remain in Communist hands 
as hostages, to be exchanged for men who did not wish to return to 
Communist rule. 


UNITED STATES. 20 Feb.—International Agreements and 
Enslaved Peoples. President Eisenhower submitted to both Houses of 
Congress a resolution proposing that Congress ‘join with the President 
in declaring that the United States rejects any interpretations or applica- 
tions of any international agreements or understandings, made during 
the course of World War II, which have been perverted to bring about 
the subjugation of free peoples’. Jt further proposed that Congress 
‘join in proclaiming the hope that peoples who have been subjected to 
the captivity of Soviet despotism shall again enjoy the right of self- 
determination within a framework which will sustain peace; that they 
shall again have the right to choose the form of Government under 
which they will live, and that the sovereign rights of self-Government 
shall be restored to them all in accordance with the pledge of the 
Atlantic charter’. 

Rumania. U.S. Note re Ploesti sabotage trial (see Rumania). 

23 Feb.—U.S.S.R. Mr Charles Bohlen was nominated as U.S 
Ambassador to Russia in succession to Mr Kennan. 

Technical aid to Egypt (see Egypt). 

24 Feb.—Un-American Activities. The House of Representatives 
voted a grant for one year of $300,000 for Mr Velde’s Un-American 
Activities Committee. 

26 Feb.—Resolution on Enslaved Peoples. Mr Dulles told the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee that the proposed joint resolution on 
enslaved peoples was necessary to dispel the fear of those enslaved 
peoples—a fear fanned by Soviet propaganda—that the United States 
might agree to a partition of the world which accepted Soviet domina- 
tion of alien peoples. This fear, he said, generated among the enslaved 
peoples a sense of hopelessness which paralysed efforts to dissolve the 
Soviet despotism by peaceful means. He said the methods of the despots 
could be judged by the fact that there were some 15 m. in forced labour 
camps, and that since the war more than one-third of the original 
puppet leaders had been purged. 
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United States (continued) 

Mr Dulles declared that in order to stimulate the spirit of freedom 
which would eventually frustrate and disintegrate the Soviet despotism, 
it was necessary to make clear that: (1) the United States did not 
‘countenance and would never accept the violations by which Soviet 
leadership had perverted past agreements and understandings into 
‘chains of bondage; (2) the United States would never be a party to any 
international ‘deal’ confirming the rule of Soviet despotism over alien 
peoples in Europe and Asia; (3) one of the peaceful goals of the United 
States wae that these enslaved national groups of Asia and Europe 
should recover genuine independence. 

27 Feb.—Shipments to Communist Bloc. The Mutual Security 
Agency announced that in order to reduce shipments of goods to Com- 
munist countries a clause had been inserted in contracts with vessels 
carrying goods to Formosa, stipulating that the ships might not touch 
at ports in China, Siberia, Russia, North Korea, or European satellites 
for sixty days after leaving Formosa, and that if they called at Hong 
Kong after leaving Formosa they might not go on to a restricted port. 

The House Foreign Affairs Committee unanimously approved the 
President’s resolution on international agreements (see 20 February). 

The Senate approved a resolution condemning Russian persecution 
‘of the Jews and other minorities and urging presidential action to 
protest against such outrages, particularly in the United Nations, so 
that appropriate action might be taken. 

1 Mar.—Great Britain. The Committee for Economic Develop- 
ment, a private influential group of business men and economists, pub- 
lished a document entitled Britain’s economic problem and its meaning 

for America, which expressed the view that Britain’s economic problem 
required for its solution the development of a new and special relation- 
ship between the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth, and the 
United States. The Committee considered that Britain’s two main 
economic problems were continuing inflation and ‘insufficient and 
misdirected’ production, and it recommended: the channelling of 
British investment into industries and activities capable of increasing 
external earning power; that Britain should allow productivity to catch 
up with wages; that British military production should be at a level 
which could be consistently maintained, and that if necessary the 
United States should be prepared to assume for a period an increased 
share of the free world’s defence burden. On the American side it 
recommended: continued negotiation of tariff reductions free of 
weakening devices; grant of power to the President to reduce tariffs 
unilaterally ; simplification of U.S. customs procedure; removal of agri- 
cultural quotas; and reform or repeal of the ‘Buy American Act’. 

2 Mar.—Arab States. Prince Faisal, Foreign Minister of Saudi 
Arabia and head of the Saudi Arabian delegation to the United Nations, 
had an interview with President Eisenhower and Mr Dulles. It was 
afterwards announced that the President had expressed concern over 
evidence that some deterioration in relations between the Arab nations 
and the United States had occurred. He expressed his resolve to seek 
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to restore a spirit of greater confidence and trust and hoped the Arab 
leaders would be inspired by the same purpose. 

3 Mar.—International Agreements. The Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee added to the President’s resolution (see 20 February) 
a clause stating ‘that the adoption of this resolution does not constitute 
any determination by the Congress as to the validity or invalidity of 
any of the provisions of the said agreements or understandings’. 

4 Mar.—U.S.S.R. Following the news of Mr Stalin’s illness the 
White House issued a statement declaring that ‘at this moment in 
history’ it was the prayer of Americans, regardless of the identity of 
Government personalities, that Almighty God would watch over the 
Russian people and bring them opportunity to live their lives in a 
world where all people dwelt in peace and comradeship. 

Great Britain. Mr Eden and Mr Butler—the British Foreign Secret- 
ary and Chancellor of the Exchequer—arrived in Washington for 
exploratory economic discussions. 

Tariff Policy. The Public Advisory Board for Mutual Security 
published a report entitled Trade and Tariff Policy in the National 
Interest. The report pointed out that many United States trade policies 
conflicted with the aims of foreign policy and it advocated radical 
changes, including reductions in tariffs and simplification of Customs 
procedure. 

International Agreements. The policy committee of the Demo- 
crats in the Senate decided they would not support the resolution on 
international agreements unless the clause added by the votes of the 
Republicans on the Foreign Relations Committee were removed. They 
said the clause would negate the resolution and offer the Communists 
an excuse for their violations of agreements by raising a doubt as to the 
validity of the agreements they had violated. 


U.S.S.R. 20 Feb.—Zionism. The newspaper Red Star declared that 
the struggle against Zionism had nothing in common with anti- 
Semitism, as alleged by the bourgeois press, and that Zionism was ‘the 
dangerous and sly enemy of all peoples’ and a tool of American im- 
perialism. 

Flood Relief. It was announced in London that a contribution of 
£90,000 had been made by Soviet organizations to the British national 
flood fund, and it was learnt from the Russian Embassy at The Hague 
that Soviet organizations would be sending 1 m. guilders to help the 
stricken areas in the Netherlands. 

21 Feb.—Chief of Staff. Invitations issued for the Soviet Army Day 
reception revealed that Marshal Sokolovsky had replaced Gen. 
Shtemenko as Chief of Staff of the Army. 

22 Feb.—Pravda published an appeal to Soviet youth to join a mass 
defence organization—D.O.T.A.—to co-operate with the armed forces. 

_23 Feb.—Finland. A protocol on Soviet-Finnish trade in 1953 was 
signed in Moscow under which Finnish exports to Russia were to 
amount to £54 m. and Russian exports to Finland were to include grain, 
fodder, sugar, fertilizers, and naphtha products. 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 
4 Mar.—Stalin’s Illness. It was announced that Mr Stalin was 
gravely ill, following a stroke on 1 March which had affected the brain, 


YUGOSLAVIA. 22 Feb.—Sccialist Alliance. Opening the fourth 
congress of the People’s Front (renamed the ‘Socialist Alliance of 
the Working People of Yugoslavia’), which was attended by several 
foreign delegates and observers, Marshal Tito called on all progressive 
movements in the world to unite to preserve peace and to prevent a 
victory of the reactionary powers. He described Russia as ‘the largest 
imperialist Power with the most reactionary conceptions of relations 
between nations’, and he named the Vatican as the leader of reaction in 
the west. 

23 Feb.—In a speech to the Socialist Alliance, Mr Kardelj, Vice- 
President of the Federal Council, called for a broad and united Socialist 
front as ‘a third way out’ of existing difficulties. He said it must be 
sufficiently democratic to attract all Socialist currents, sufficiently 
constructive to shatter Cominform pseudo-Socialist ideology, and 
powerful enough to oppose the cold war and general aggressive tenden- 
cies, and he declared that if the Socialist International wanted to play 
this role it must pay more attention to the concrete problems of Social- 
ism, including the special problem of Socialism in backward and 
dependent countries. He urged the Yugoslav Socialist Alliance to co- 
operate with all Socialist forces in the world. 

25 Feb.—Initialling of tripartite treaty (see Greece). 

The Congress of the Socialist Alliance ended with the adoption of a 
new and more democratic statute and with the election of officers. 
Marshal Tito was re-elected president, and Mr Kardelj was elected the 
new general secretary. 


28 Feb.—Tripartite Balkan Pact (see Turkey). 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


1953 
Mar 16-21 Visit of Marshal Tito to Britain. 
, 19-20 Committee of Ministers, Council of Europe, Strasbourg. 


Apr. 


Visit of Mr Eden to Turkey. 

Conference on West Indian Federation, London. 
Visit of Mr Eden to Greece. 
South African General Election. 

North Atlantic Council, Paris. 


World Health Organization, Sixth Assembly, Geneva. 
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